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NEXT MEETING

Wien: Tuesday, Decenber 10, 1991 at 7:30 pm

Wiere: Upl ands Farm Barn (The Nature Conservancy),
Lawence HI|l Rd, Cold Spring Harbor

Speaker: Dr. John Kiss on "How Pl ants Perceive Gavity"

Gavitropismin plants was first studied seriously by
Charl es Darwi n, who published a book in 1880 on "The Power of
Moverrent in Plants.” At the turn of the century, the starch-
statolith hypothesis was first Proposed to explain how plants
perceive gravity. Dr. Kiss will discuss his work to test
this hypothesis by conparing gravity perception in normnal
plants with those that have reduced starch | evel s.

Dr. Kiss has been researching the subject of gravity
perception since 1987, and from 1990-91 was a NASA Resear ch
Assocl ate at the University of Col orado focusing on
?raV|trop|sn1of | oner plants. He has recently joined the

aculty of Hofstra University where he will continue his
resear ch.

FIELD TRPS
There will be no Decenber field trip. A schedule of upcom ng

trips for the newyear will be in the January/February
news| etter.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Presi dent's Message

Next nmonth, the torch will be passed alon?. Congr at ul ati ons
to Eric Lanont on being el ected LIBS's fifth president, and
to all the newofficers. |In the year since | took over as
Acting President, filling out vince Puglisi's unfini shed
termof office has been a challenging experience. Wth only
a few mnor glitches, we have had a successful field season
and many noteworthy speakers for our neetings. | couldn't
have done it wi thout the backing and supPort of the other
officers and board nenbers. Thanks to all of you!
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V¢l cone to new LI BS nenbers Susan Ahern, Arthur Bennett, and
Naom Di cker.
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Wth the next issue, this newsletter is being turned over to
the capabl e hands of editor Steve denmants. He and Eric have
| ots of good new i deas, so | ook for some changes.



M NUTES , _ |
Meeting of the LI Botanical Society
Tuesday, Nov. 12,71991, at the Nature Conservancy, C.S. H.

~ The neeting was called to order at §:00 P.M by Lois
Li ndberg, Acting President.

Loi s asked for suggestions for winter field trips,
nam ng the New York Botanical Garden or the Brooklyn Botanic
Garden as possibilities. And she announced that Al Lindberg
IS Ieadinﬁ atripat Mittontown Preserve on Saturday, Dec.

e

7th, on the subject of conifers and pines. 'Call 922-3123 for
detail s.

The next regular LIBS neeting will be on Tuesday,
Dec. 10th at Upl ands Farm(The Nature Conservancy) unless
reconstruction has begun, causing a change in |ocation. The
speaker will be Dr. John Kiss of Hofstra University.

The next order of business was to vote on the new slate
of officers. There were no independent nom nations fromthe
floor. Unaninously el ected were:

Presi dent : Eric hanont

Vi ce President: Chris Mangels
Treasurer: Carol Johnston
Correspondi ng Sec'y: Jane Bl anchard
Recordi ng Sec'y: Barbara H Conol |y

In addition, the follow ng have agreed to chair the follow ng
comm ttees:

ProPrant_ Eric Lanont
Field trip: Al_Llndberﬁ
Fl or a: Ski p Bl anchard

Conservation: John Turner and Loui se Harrison
hmnbersh!P: Loi s Li ndberg _
Hospitality: Joanne Tow and Nancy Smith
Newsl| etter: Steve demants

Steve O emants announced that the Newsletter will now
cone out every two nonths, and he is soliciting articles and

news. The new systemw || be put in effect with the January
i ssue.

Al Lindberg then introduced Bob Cook of Gateway National
Recreation Area, who had led us on an all-day field trip on
Saturday Nov. 9th in Floyd Bennett Field and Fort Til den.

Bob, who has been at Gateway for 10 years, showed us
excel l ent slides of birds, botany, mammal s, and herps taken
at Janmmi ca Bay, Floyd Bennett, Fort Til den, Breezy Point,
Arthur Kill, and Sandﬁ Hook, and tal ked about his work in
rﬁ|ntrogu0|ng native herps in the appropriate habitats of

t he park.



/

(minutes con't) _
The neeting was adjourned at 9:30 P. M
In attendance were:

Steve denmants Muri el Stoker Bob Cook

Ski p Bl anchard Loui se Harrison Nancy Smth
Bar ara_CbanI% Bob Laskowski Bill Titus

Al & Lois Lindberg Betty Lotowycz Eri c Lanont
Jul'ius Hastings Horst welzel Bill Paterson
Cel i a Hastings vince Pugli si Carol Johnst on

RESBectfuIIy subm tted,
Barpbara H Conol |y
Recording Secretary
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The Plant that's Strangling Pennsylvanial

That plant is an invasive vine aptly called "M|e-a-
M nute", Polygonum perfoliatum L. ( Pol ygonaceae) , and
al though it has not yet reached the New York area, we should
be on the lookout for it in the near future. | recently had
a conversation with weed scientist Dr. Nathan L. Hartwig of
Penn State Uh|verS|ty,_concern|n8 a report he'd gotten about
a possi bl e occurrence in Vel wn Preserve (den Cove, NY). As
it turned out, the plant in question was Ampelopsis (a
noxi ous pest in its own right!), but Dr. Hartwig descri bed
this new i nvader on the botanical scene.

Polygonum perfoliatum was first docunented as a
troubl esone weed in the 1940's, when sone cane up in a
shipment of holly seeds from Japan. Wen the owner of the
nursery saw the attractive iridescent blue "berry" it
produced, he let the plant flourish, to al nost everyone's
regret. Now, |ocal papers proclaim "Vicious Vine Runs Anok
Through Pennsyl vanial!" This annual vine, grow ng as nuch as
25 feet in a season, has deltoid | eaves, recurved spines |ike
its relatives the tearthunbs, |eaf bracts enclosing the stem
and a fleshy blue achene resenbling a berry. It prefers
noi st thickets, woods edges, and streanbanks, snothering
I ndi genous vegetation, and even out-conE$t|ng anot her
pervasi ve vine, Japanese honeysuckl e. r . Hartwig has asked
to be notifiedof any new sightings outside docunmented sites
In Pennsyl vani a, Maryl and, and Wst Virginia. He noted that
he's sure it won't be nany nore years before it reaches our
area. Just what we need!

Loi s Lindberg
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