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MEET I NG . -- -- - - - -. . 

Our next meeting will be held on =e.sday, April 9, 7:30 p.m., 
at the Museum of LI Natural Sciences, SUNY Stony Brook. The topic 
will be Lupines: Speciation and Pollinationi. Our guest speaker, 
Barbara Bentley, is an associate professor in the Ecology and 
Evolution Department at SUNY Stony Brook. She is well-known for 
her work on plant-insect interacti'ons, and has written a book on 
plant nectaries. 

FIELD TRIPS -- - 

April 28, 1991 - Warbler Woods/Prosser Pines, 9:30 a.m. 
This month's field trip will be to Warbler Woods (one of 

Suffolk County's newest preserves) and nearby Prosser Pines 
(Cathedral Pines) in Yaphank. Warbler Woods is an area of wooded 
ravlnes and kettlehole ponds set in the Harbor Hill Termlnal 
Moraine, and contains several botanical and zoological rarities 
including featherfoil (Hottonia inflata) and the marbled 
salamander (Ambystoma opacum). John 'xurner, Direcror of' Narurai 
Resources for Suffolk County, will lead us through these two 
preserves. I 

DIRECTIONS: LI Expressway to 
Exit 67. Go North on County Road 21 
to Cathedral Pines County Park. 
Entrance is on the East sid'e of the 
road. We will park at Cathedral 
Pines and carpool to Warbler Woods, 
as parking there is very limited. 
For further information, please call 
John Turner at (516) 924-6767. 
A note of caution - Warbler Woods.is 
known to have a population of deer 
ticks. Insect repellent or other 
precautions would be advisable. 

Upcoming Trips: 

May 18,1991 - Planting Fields Arboretum, 
9:30 a.m. 
Leaders: Carol Johnston and 
Betty Lotowycz 

June 8, 1991 - Montauk / Big Reed Pond, 
10:OO a.m. 
Leader: Eric Lamont 



T h e  following t r i b u t e  t o  J o e  B e j t e l  b y  D r .  John Mlckell, 1s 
I-epr l n t e d  f ronl  T h e  Her-barlunl S h e e t ,  a b i - w e e k l y  circular- of 
h e r b a r i u m  l n f o r m a t l o n  from t h e  N e w  Y o r k  Botanical G a r d e n .  

JOE B E I T E L  - -  Perhaps no one i n  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  New York Bo tan i ca l  Garden w i l l  be 
missed a s  much a s  w i l l  Joe B e i t e l ,  I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  young age ( 3 9 )  and 
sho r t  t ime a t  t he  Garden ( 5  years  on t h e  s t a f f ,  8  years  o f  t o t a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ) ,  he 
made a  tremendous impress ion on a l l  o f  us.  He was e q u a l l y  versed and a mainstay i n  
a l l  t h ree  major  program d i v i s i o n s  o f  t he  Garden. H i s  t r a i n i n g  i n  sc ience  l e d  t o  h i s  
beg inn ing  as a research  assoc ia te  i n  1983, work ing  w i t h  me on t he  f e r n s  o f  Oaxaca, 
Mexico,  and he was a  w o r l d  a u t h o r i t y  i n  h i s  own r i g h t  on N o r t h  American clubmosses, 
He pub l i shed  25 s c i e n t i f i c  papers and co- authored w,ith me t he  P te r i dophy te  F l o r a  o f  
Oaxaca and Hardy Ferns. He d i d  f i e l d  work i n  many p a r t s  o f  No r t h  America, gave 18 
papers a t  s c i e n t i f i c  meet ings,  and l e d  f i e l d  t r i p s  f o r  l o c a l ,  n a t i o n a l ,  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  groups, a l l  on h i s  own t ime.  Joe was v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Long 
I s l a n d  B o t a n i c a l  Soc ie t y  and pas t- p res i den t  o f  t h e  New York Chapter o f  t h e  American 
Fern Soc ie t y .  

From 1986 t o  the  t ime o f  h i s  dea th  f rom b r a i n  cancer February 22, he was t h e  
NYBG h o r t i c u l t u r a l  taxonomist ,  a c t i n g  as t he  ma jo r  l i n k  between sc ience  and 
h o r t i c u l t u r e .  H i s  knowledge o f  t h e  p l a n t s  o f  t h e  Garden, t h e i r  taxonomy, and 
l o c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds was unsurpassed. Fur thermore,  he w,as a  p r a c t i c i n g  gardener ,  
do i ng  ex tens i ve  gardening a t  h i s  mo the r ' s  and s i s t e r ' s  homes i n  B e l l p o r t  and 
Brook lyn ,  New York r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  as w e l l  as h e l p i n g  w i t h  p l a n t i n g s  here  i n  t h e  
Bronx. 

Teaching was h i s  r e a l  l o v e .  Du r i ng  h i s  b r i e f  ca reer  a t  t h e  Garden he taugh t  2 1  
d i  f f e r e n t  courses- - every th ing  f rom Long I s l a n d  v e g e t a t i o n  and p l a n t  eco logy  t n  
ornamental  woody p i a n t s ,  sys temat i cs ,  and cryptogamic botany. Joe s t a r t e d  h i s  
t each ing  c a r e e r  work ing  summers w i t h  t he  S u f f o l k  County Department o f  Parks as park  
i n t e r p r e t e r  and a s s i s t a n t  n a t u r a l i s t  d u r i n g  h i s  c o l l e g e  years .  I n  g radua te  school 
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Mich igan he a s s i s t e d  i n  severa l  courses and t o o k  over  some o f  
Herb Wagner's c lasses  when Herb had cancer  o f  t h e  l a r y n x .  Joe came back t o  t he  New 
York area f rom gradua te  school  t o  teach  t h r e e  semesters a t  Sarah Lawrence Co l lege  i n  

B r o n x v i l l e  (1982-1983). He taugh t  summer courses f o r  t h e  Leelanau Center f o r  
Educat ion,  Glen Arbor ,  Mich igan (1982 and 1985-1990). H i s  teach ing  handouts were 
ou t s tand ing  and h i s  enthusiasm o f t e n  c a r r i e d  him w e l l  beyond t h e  appoin ted c l a s s  
t imes.  He was a  popu la r  l e c t u r e r  and l e d  f i e l d  t r i p s  f r e q u e n t l y  t o  Long I s l a n d ,  the  
New Jersey  p i n e  bar rens ,  and many p a r t s  of  t h e  eas te rn  Un i t ed  S ta tes ,  

Joe ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  p l a n t s  began a t  an e a r l y  age. I n  t h i r d  grade he won a  school 
p r i z e  f o r  a  sc ience p r o j e c t ,  i n v o l v i n g  an exper iment w i t h  growing sweet peas, and he 
was always begging h i s  i ndu lgen t  f a t h e r  t o  t ake  h im t o  t h e  woods. He was s t r o n g l y  
i n f l u e n c e d  a l s o  by a h i g h  school sc ience t eache r ,  A r t  Cooley, and went t o  Co rne l l  
U n i v e r s i t y  t o  s tudy  botany. 

He was a  me t i cu l ous  worker and u t i l i z e d  t h e  l i b r a r y  and herbar ium t o  a l l  hours 
o f  t he  n i g h t - - o f t e n  t h ree  o r  f o u r  a.m., and on occas ion I would f i n d  h im l e a v i n g  t o  
g e t  a  couple  hours o f  s leep as I was a r r i v i n g  a t  7:15. 

For r e l a x a t i o n  Joe enjoyed music .  He p layed  the  p iano ,  and w h i l e  a t  Cornel  1 
p l3yed  t z b s  i n  t h e  marching band. 

J o e ' s  pass ing  leaves a  ma jo r  gap a t  t h e  Garden and i n  o u r  h e a r t s .  A  fund i n  h i s  
name w i l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  New York Bo tan i ca l  Garden. [John M i c k e l ]  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

> > > >  A Not-So-Subtle Reminder! < < < <  
To all you folks who still have not paid your 1991 dues, we have 
an exciting field season ahead of us, with lots of great programs 
and trips planned. Don't miss out by neglecting to renew your 
membership. Check your mailing label on this issue; if the 
letters "NP" appear, please send in your $10~00 membership dues 
now while you think of it. Make your check payable to: 
L.I. Botanical Society, and mail it with the tear-off form on 
the last page. 

"Wildflowers: Legend and Lore" is a natural science workshop to 
be held on Saturday, April 27 from 10 am to 3 pm at Garvies Point 
Museum and Welwyn Preserve in Glen Cove. The program will include 
a slide show, demonstrations, and a walk to illustrate the history 
and uses of wild plants. The fee is $5.00; call Doug Winkler at 
(516) 671-0300 for information on registering. 

MINUTES . . - - - 
Minutes of the March 12 Meeting held at The Nature Conservancy, 
Uplands Farm, Cold Spring Harbor, NY. 

Acting President Lois Lindberg called the meeting to order at 
8 p.m. She announced that there would be an Arbor Day Festival at 
Planting Fields Arboretum on Saturday and Sunday, April 20th and 
21st. It will be co-sponsored by the Cornell Cooperative 
Extension and will take place in the Hay Barn courtyard from 9 : 3 0  
A.M. to 4:30 P.M. The question of using our permanent display 
came up. Jane Blanchard will contact Margaret Conoverr to check 
on its current status. 

An Earth Day Celebration, Sunday, April Zlst, will be in confllct 
wlth the above. It will be held in Eisenhower Park, and last year 
attracted 25,000 people. 

Our next field trip will be on Saturday, M_aych 30th - a Lichen 
workshop conducted by Dr. Richard Harris, by invitation of Chris 
Mangels. This will begin at 12:30 P.M. at Quogue Wildlife 
Refuge. Microscopes and hand lenses will be used inside, and an 
outslde field trip will follow. 

On Sunday, April 28th we will have a field trip in Warbler Woods 
and Prosser Pines in Yaphank with John Turner. 

Skip Blanchard produced one copy of the Spring Wildflower 
Pilgrimage in the Smoky Mts. of Tennessee, and anyone interested 
can contact him. The dates are the last weekend in April. A 
suggestion that we go again next year was enthusiastically 
bounced about. 


